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as its designated representative in radio communication matters, and share 
with the Association of State Foresters in the financial support of the F.C.C.A. 
Be it further resolved, that the Executive Committee examine an ac- 
counting of the past year's expenditures of the F.C.C.A. and carefully con- 
sider a budget request for the next year as submitted by the executive com- 
mittee of the F.C.C.A. and, if past performance is judged satisfactory and 
if proposed expenditures are deemed reasonable, authorize the secretary- 
treasurer to transfer to the F.C.C.A. in an amount not to exceed one-half 
of the total budget request. 
RESOLUTION NO. 11 
FORMATION OF A LEGAL COMMITTEE, DESIGNAT- 
ING ITS DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS, AND AUTHORIZ- 
ING PRESIDENT TO APPOINT ITS MEMBERS 
For many years many of the attorneys interested in or assigned to the 
legal work for the game, fish and conservation commissions have felt the 
need for common consultation and dissemination of information concerning 
legal problems and legal developments that were occurring throughout 
the nation as well as in Canada. The mere plethora of legislation passed and 
under consideration by the states and the federal government alone give 
rise to many complex legal issues the decision of which by legal opinions 
or by the courts seriously affect conservation programs the length and 
breadth of the land. It must be realized that our courts are in many 
instances the final arbiters not only in determining what the law is but 
also the application and interpretation of the law in each particular case. 
Legal rights important to the furtherance of the cause of conservation may 
be irretrievably lost by the decisions handed down by our courts. It, 
therefore, behooves those of us responsible for the legal framework within 
which conservation programs must be carried out that we pool as much as 
possible our legal learning and talent to the end that these decisions are 
based on a sound and intelligent understanding by our courts of conserva- 
tion principles and precepts which will enable state and federal officials 
to protect and preserve the natural resources of our country. This< com- 
mittee commends the executive committee and the president of this As- 
sociation for the formation of this interim legal committee which has met 
for the first time during this convention. 
Therefore, be it resolved, that there be formed a permanent standing 
Legal Committee of This Association and that the President be authorized 
to appoint the chairman and members of said committee. 
And be it further resolved, that it shall be the function and duty of said 
legal committee to make studies of and advise the Association on legal 
matters and problems which are of general or common concern to its 
members and also to disseminate information to its members regarding 
opinions, decisions and developments of a legal nature that occur and 
which are relevant to game, fish and general conservation of the natural 
resources of our states, provinces and nations. 
RESOLUTION NO. 12 
CONCERNING THE CASE OF STATE OF MINNESOTA 
VS. ADAMS et al INVOLVING THE RABBIT CHAIN 
OF LAKES 
The .state of Minnesota has a petition pending before the supreme 
court of the United States asking leave to appeal a certain decision re- 
cently handed down by the supreme court of that state. The question 
involved is whether the state of Minnesota or various riparian owners own 
the legal title to the beds, and thus the underlying minerals, of this chain 
of lakes. In Minnesota the answer to this question depends on whether 
these lakes are the navigable waters of the state. Departing from long 
established principles the supreme court of Minnesota ruled that in deter- 
mining navigability of waters a state would be bound by the so-called 
federal test of navigability which test is less liberal than that many of 
the states have adopted for themselves in determining rights as between the 
state and her riparian owners. 
After a thorough discussion of the problem it was the unanimous opinion 
of this committee that the decision of the supreme court of Minnesota, if 
approved by the supreme court of the United States, would be a serious 
threat and handicap to many of our states which have embarked or have 
been active in a program of making as many of their lakes and streams 
available to the public as funds and programming permitted. The threat 
consists in this—that if in determining whether a certain lake or stream 
is public or private water a state is compelled to apply the federal test of 
navigability many lakes and streams, now considered public, would become 
private waters to which the public could not be afforded access, and since 
the issue posed in the Rabbit Lake case aforementioned is of grave concern 
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to all the states which have navigable or public waters over which they 
have in the past and now exercise jurisdiction under a more liberal 
definition of navigability than is permissible under the federal test; 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the members of this Association so 
affected request their attorneys general to join with the state of Minnesota 
by preparing and filing a brief Amicus Curiae in the supreme court of the 
United States or take such other necessary action that will protect their 
common interests. 
RESOLUTION NO. 13 
COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTAINING 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Whereas, it is essential that special subject matter committee reports 
containing recommendations for Association approval and action, rather 
than routine acceptance without Association commitment to specific action, 
be thoroughly reviewed by the voting membership units and their delegates 
fully prepared to take final and official action thereon. 
Now, be it resolved, that such reports shall be completed and for- 
warded to all organizational members at least 20 days prior to the next 
annual meeting, provided that any such reports made to an annual meeting 
without benefit of advance review shall be held in abeyance until the next 
annual meeting, and provided further that the reports of the executive 
committee, legisiative committee, resolutions committee, time and place 
committee, auditing committee, and nominating committee shall be exempt 
from the within requirements. 
RESOLUTION NO. 14 
SUBMITTING RESOLUTIONS IN ADVANCE 
Whereas, one of the important functions of the annual meeting of the 
International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners is 
the adoption of various resolutions reflecting the Association's position on 
important conservation questions; and 
Whereas, the Association has a number of committees well qualified to 
advise the membership on questions within their particular fields. 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that all resolutions submitted for action 
by the Association be submitted to and cleared by the appropriate subject 
matter committee wherever feasible before being considered by the resolu- 
tions committee and eventual action by the membership at large. 
RESOLUTION NO. 15 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
Whereas, the United States government from time to time advertises as 
surplus to its needs certain types of equipment and supplies; and 
Whereas, state game and fish departments have not been privileged to 
apply_ for such items to use in developing and maintaining wildlife con- 
servation, restoration and educational projects due to legal prohibitions; 
and 
Whereas, the International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation 
Commissioners assembled at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in annual convention 
on September 12, 1958, holds that the fish and game conservation effort 
is equal in importance to presently approved uses of such equipment. 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the International Association of 
Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners support action to achieve 
this purpose and that this organization request legislation in the United 
States congress or otherwise seek a solution whereby such equipment can 
be made available to state game and fish departments to use in furthering 
their wildlife conservation, restoration and educational objectives. 
RESOLUTION NO. 16 
WITHHOLDING FEDERAL AID FROM 
DRAINAGE PROJECTS 
Whereas, H. R. 10641 and H. R. 10642, introduced in the 85th congress 
by Representatives Henry S. Reuss (Wis.) and George S. McGovern (S. D ) 
respectively, proposed that federal aid for drainage be withheld when such 
drainage would result in damage and loss to wildlife; and 
Whereas, surface water areas of value to wildlife are becoming rapidly 
reduced in number as the result of promiscuous drainage. 1 
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